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A Neighbourhood Plan enables communities to influence the future shaping of the area in which they 

live, work and play.  It enables the residents of the Parish to choose where new houses, shops and 

offices are to be built, have a say as to what these buildings should look like and to grant planning 

permission for those new buildings.  It does not hinder nor act as a barrier to development but is a 

pro-active document that seeks to ensure any new development is in keeping with the local area, is 

consistent with the Local Area Plan for Stafford Borough and meets the needs and desires of the local 

community. 

This Plan has been some two years in the making and has drawn comments and evidence from across 

the Parish Area as well as external investigation and analysis.  I would like to thank all those who have 

participated in the process but in particular, Councillor Frank Cromey who analysed the initial returns 

from the Questionnaires sent to every resident and business in the Parish and to Councillor Kay Ong 

who turned a rough draft into a polished document. 

This is your Neighbourhood Plan – it will sit alongside the Local Plan for Stafford Borough and be used 

by the Planning Committee in their deliberations.  

Roy A James, Chairman, Swynnerton Parish Council                 February 2018 

 

 

Since writing the above Foreword there have been considerable changes to Swynnerton Parish 

Council.  In November 2018, after our draft Neighbourhood Plan had been submitted to Stafford 

Borough Council, Yarnfield village were granted the opportunity to run their own Parish Council.  This 

came into effect in May 2019 and in addition to this Stafford Borough Council have been conducting a 

statutory review of their Local Plan with which our Neighbourhood Plan must be compatible.  

Subsequently, we have had to re-work and re-write our Neighbourhood Plan which has resulted in 

further delays. 

RAJ                                                                                                                                                              July 2021 
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The Neighbourhood Plan process allows communities to shape the environment where they live and 

inform how development takes place, and helps to influence the type, quality and location of that 

development to ensure that change brings with it benefits to the locality. 

Neighbourhood planning now provides an opportunity for the community to have a real say in local 

decision making and thus achieving its long-term goals through the planning system and addressing 

the challenges and opportunities facing the future of Swynnerton Parish. 

The Neighbourhood Plan is based on extensive and robust research, and further refined by 

engagement with the local community.  In the lead up to the Swynnerton Neighbourhood Plan 

Referendum, decision makers are invited to consider this to be an important reference point and give 

it weight as a material consideration in any development planning decisions.  When the Plan is 

adopted, it will have a greater and significant weight in determining subsequent planning applications. 

 

Swynnerton Parish is one of the largest parishes within the Stafford Borough Council area.  It reaches 

from the outskirts of Newcastle-under-Lyme to the north and covers approximately 7 miles to the 

south.  It is 3.4 miles wide at its widest point.   It is bisected north/south by the M6 motorway and 

Junction 15 lies just within the northern boundary of Hanchurch and Trentham Ward.  Swynnerton 

Parish has three wards with three principal settlements – Swynnerton, Tittensor, and Hanchurch and 

Trentham. Tittensor is designated a Key Service Village in the Plan for Stafford Borough.  The whole 

Parish lies within or is washed over by the Green Belt. 

Hanchurch and Trentham Ward  

This is the northernmost ward of SPC and is largely agricultural with settlements at Hanchurch village 

and in and around the Trentham Estate. This ward historically formed part of the great estates of 

Trentham, the former seat of the Dukes of Sutherland, and Swynnerton Estate, still owned by the Lord 

Stafford. Whilst Trentham is mentioned as a Royal Manor in the Domesday Book, Hanchurch village 

formed part of that early estate and since 1980 has been preserved as a Conservation Area.  The 

whole of the present area of Trentham Estate has also received Conservation Area status with several 

sites of Special Scientific Interest further delineated within it. 

                 

                                  Ferndown Nature Reserve - new play area and telescope 

1.  BACKGROUND 

2.  LOCATION & HISTORY 
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The western part of the ward includes some of Swynnerton Old Park and Hanchurch Hills, which are 

now owned by the Forestry Commission together with another plantation area to the south. The 

eastern boundary is formed by the A34 running parallel with the north - south border of Trentham 

Estate; the southern boundary is with Tittensor and Swynnerton Wards.  To the north the ward 

boundary predates the later housing developments of Clayton and meanders through the Ferndown 

housing estate following old field boundaries. On the edge of the Ferndown estate, an area of fallow 

land has been developed as a protected local nature reserve by Stafford Borough Council. 

               

   Trentham lake looking south to Tittensor                        Trentham – Italian Gardens 

Much of the land area is under the control of three principal landowners – Lord Stafford, the Forestry 

Commission, and St. Modwen, who purchased the Trentham estate in 1996 with the intention ‘to 

regenerate and restore the historic estate and gardens’ and  turning it ‘into a premier  tourist and 

leisure destination of national significance’. This they have accomplished.  Development, therefore, 

has been limited to small pockets of land where private developments have taken place with private 

roads and management companies, infill/ribbon housing along the principal roads or farm 

conversions, the only exception to this is the area to the north of Whitmore Road, which is a 

southward extension of suburban sprawl from Newcastle under Lyme into Swynnerton Parish Council 

territory. 

Tittensor Ward 

Tittensor village lies immediately adjacent to the A34 trunk road on the eastern boundary of 

Swynnerton Parish. It takes its name from the family occupying the manor before 1405.  The manor 

house itself, after several rebuilds, was finally demolished in 1834 with the ruins also removed during 

the 1960s.  St Luke’s Church was built in 1880 with some of the stone from the manor house.  The 

hamlet became part of the Trentham Estate in the 19th Century but was sold again and enlarged during 

the 1950s with 100 council houses built, now largely privately owned, and in the 1960s with the 

development of the major current housing estates (200 houses) and the building of the village hall off 

Winghouse Lane. 
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Groundslow Hospital lay to the west of the village centre and was originally built as a hunting lodge by 

the Duke of Sutherland when he purchased Tittensor during the 19th Century.  After its sale in 1913 it 

became an isolation hospital and finally a maternity home before its closure in 1987.  By 2002 the 

former hospital annexes were redeveloped into detached homes and terraces, while the Duke's 

former lodge has been converted into 25 flats. More recently The Winghouse pub on the A34 was 

demolished in 2014 and replaced with new housing   – mostly 4-bed detached dwellings. 

Tittensor is designated a Key Service Village in the Local Plan.  It supports a village shop and Post 

Office, a First School with some 60 pupils, a church, and a well-supported Village Hall with a bowling 

green and new children’s play area.  It is served by the regular bus service 101 operating between 

Stoke-on-Trent, Stone and Stafford. Open spaces for public use include the 'Green Drive' which is a 

woodland area adjacent to the village, often used by dog walkers.  This area also offers a lake 

attracting anglers, as well as nature sightings for visitors. 

                  

                Tittensor War Memorial                                             Tittensor Village Hall with play area 

There is also a road haulage company, a car sales garage and a wine merchant business situated on 

the eastern side of the A34 road through the village. 

Following the previous Local Plan issued by Stafford Borough Council, there has been a resistance to 

sprawling ribbon development forming along the A34, which has preserved the separateness of 

Tittensor and the views from the village across the Trent Valley to the east.                 

Swynnerton Ward 

Swynnerton Ward is the largest ward in geographical terms. It lies approximately five miles north- 

west of Stone and comprises the whole of the western Parish Council boundary and is located within 

the North Staffordshire Green Belt. It is divided by the SE/NW routes of the A51 and the A53 and the 

NE/SW orientated A519.  Minor roads link the principal settlement of Swynnerton village in the south 

of the ward to the A51 and the A519.  The M6 motorway follows the eastern ward boundary for most 

of its N/S length but there is no access to the motorway. 

This early Saxon manor settlement has seen many changes.  Post Norman Conquest, the Saxon owners 

were ousted in favour of Robert of Stafford as tenant- in- chief with Alan of Swynnerton holding it 

from him as detailed in Doomsday Book in 1086. Robert de Swynnerton was granted a Charter by 

Edward I in 1306, enabling the village to hold weekly markets and an annual fair.   ln 1550 Elizabeth 

Swynnerton married William Fitzherbert and since then the Fitzherbert family have owned the manor 

house and estate.  A considerable amount of the land area of the ward is still part of the Fitzherbert 

Estate, with further stretches of woods owned by the Forestry Commission.  Swynnerton is the largest 

settlement with numerous small hamlets and isolated farms scattered across the whole of the Ward 

which is largely agricultural in nature. 
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In 1645, during the Civil War, the Roundheads burnt the manor house to the ground and the present 

Swynnerton Hall was eventually rebuilt between 1750-1800, in a style similar to Chatsworth, but half a 

mile uphill from its original site, next to the beautiful Norman church of St. Mary. The hovels of the 

villagers spoilt the new southern view so the village was moved en masse to its present position 

behind the hall.  The Catholic chapel and presbytery beside Swynnerton Hall were added 1867-1870.  

The core of the village today comprises the two churches, the Fitzherbert Arms pub, a garage and a 

shop/Post Office, which were originally the old blacksmiths and wheelwright’s premises, in addition to 

tenant housing and thatched cottages. The old wooden Women’s Institute of the 1930s has moved 

and become the modern Village Hall on Early Lane.  The village school closed in 2007. The Post Office 

closed in 2021 together with the village shop. 

         

Swynnerton Village with pub opposite shop                     Swynnerton Parish Church of St. Mary’s 

The importance of the historical nature of Swynnerton has been recognised by the establishment of a 

Conservation Area to protect the village centre from inappropriate design and over development.  It 

includes ten listed buildings, two of which are Grade l, the historical park attached to the Hall, groups 

of trees in the Park, the churchyards and along the main road through the village. 

The bulk of modern expansion throughout the Ward has been largely confined to land around 

Swynnerton village and has taken place post WWII.  The redevelopment of the 1940s hostel, Frobisher 

Hall, which housed workers from the Munitions Factory at Swynnerton Army Camp, and the old 

Walled Gardens of Swynnerton Hall, added 300 houses carefully hidden by trees to the west of the 

Conservation Area.  More recent developments are the closure and demolition of the Catholic Primary 

School which has been replaced by a rural exemption scheme of mixed housing by Stafford and Rural 

Homes (19 dwellings), and a private development of rental-only properties carried out by the 

Fitzherbert Estate on the northern edge of the village.  (See photos below). 

                        

   New Mixed Housing in Swynnerton                              Fitzherbert Estate new rental properties  
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3.   THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN VISION 
 
The Swynnerton Neighbourhood Plan seeks to promote and allow development within the Parish 

which - 

a) suits the needs and desires of the present and future communities in a way which is sensitive 

and sympathetic to the character of the area.  
 

b) ensures that this development is wholly sustainable in relation to existing infrastructure and 

services. 
 

c) offers a range of housing types, opportunities to establish and expand local businesses, and 

the provision of leisure and recreational activities to satisfy the needs of the local 

communities. 
 

d) Maintains the high quality of the existing built environment. 
 

e) will be limited in terms of scale within the existing infrastructure and character of the Parish. 
 

f) protects the nature of the whole parish, which, outside the principal villages is primarily 

farming and forestry with small hamlets and isolated farms in an attractive landscape.   
 

g) is gradual so that the present balance of satisfaction is not over-turned. 

However, future national infrastructure developments such as HS2 Phase 2a will have considerable 

impact on Swynnerton Parish. The proposed route slices diagonally across the parish just north of 

Swynnerton village.  (See Map 5 for route of HS2). This will inevitably lead to the permanent take-up 

of land and permanent route changes which may alter the dynamic of the parish. 

The effects of HS2 will not be certain for some years but it may have unexpected consequences in 

terms of the potential for new housing and supply industry development. Our vision for Swynnerton 

Parish is amenable to additional employment opportunities and housing within the framework set 

out above. 

 

 

4.   THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STRATEGY 

Housing growth is to be contained within the Settlement Boundary of the Key Service Village of 

Tittensor in accordance with the over-arching requirements of the Local Plan.  Housing types and 

design are included in the Supplementary Planning Design Guidance within the adopted Local Plan. 

Future growth in the rural areas outside of the Settlement Boundaries will not be supported.  Limited 

development of brown field sites and infills will be considered. 

Green spaces are to be protected within the Parish.  These, and important views in the countryside, 

are identified in the Stafford Borough Historic Environment Character Assessment.  The Local Plan 

provides adequate policies to protect this environment.   

The Neighbourhood Plan has identified the infrastructure improvements and other measures 

required to support additional housing in the area.   
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5.   SWYNNERTON PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN POLICIES 

5.1   Planning decisions are guided by policies in the Plan for Stafford Borough, which is referred to   

when planning applications are made to Stafford Borough Council. The Localism Act 2011, however, 

allows communities to develop their own policies, which will form part of the development plan for 

the area, provided that they are based on sound evidence, community input and proper principles of 

planning.  Policies have been developed by Swynnerton Parish Council, which seek to influence 

planning and development outcomes in order that they help to achieve the vision for Swynnerton 

Parish. The Neighbourhood Plan must, with due consideration to the basic conditions set out within 

legislation, have regard to national policies and advice; and must be in general conformity with the 

strategic policies set out within the Plan for Stafford Borough.  

5.2    In line with the principles of sustainable development, which require that planning addresses 

environmental, social and economic issues, the main policy areas that are of most concern to residents 

are Housing, Employment, Traffic and Parking, and Green Spaces.        

6.   HOUSING 

6.1   The Plan for Stafford Borough adopted in June 2014, sets the development strategy for the 

Borough for the period up to 2031. It plans for 10,000 new houses during the Plan period. These 

houses will be delivered primarily at the two main settlements of Stafford and Stone (accounting for 

8,000 units). 1,200 units in total will be provided in the “Key Service Villages” and 800 units will be 

delivered in the remaining rural areas.  It is considered that the 15 on the Winghouse pub site in 

Tittensor (completed 2016) more than satisfies our proposed requirement for new houses under the 

Sustainable Settlement Hierarchy with current new developments presently under construction 

further west along Winghouse Lane. 

6.2   Swynnerton Parish has one of the 11 Key Service Villages identified in the Plan for Stafford 

Borough within its boundary –Tittensor.   A key element of the Plan for Stafford Borough is that new 

settlement boundaries will be established for each of the Key Service Villages to provide sufficient 

scope for growth and development, to support Spatial Principle 3.  New settlement boundaries are to 

be defined through Neighbourhood Plans or the Site Allocations Development Plan document.  

6.3   The Plan for Stafford Borough states that development proposals should maximise the use of 

brownfield redevelopment sites within the Key Service Villages to reduce the need for greenfield sites.  

The only brownfield sites for consideration in Tittensor are land off Winghouse Lane, and Bassetts 

Haulage site on the A34. 

 

               Bassetts Haulage in Tittensor     

6.4   The Settlement Boundary for Tittensor has been defined in accordance with Spatial Principal 7 of 

The Plan for Stafford Borough and developed as part of the preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan 

with input from the local community.  The settlement boundaries (see Map 1) have been developed 
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using the former Residential Development Boundary, which was established through the previous 

Stafford Borough Local Plan 2001.  The defined settlement boundaries provide developers and the 

general public with a clear indication where residential development and possible employment 

development will be acceptable.  

6.5   The settlement boundary incorporates several areas of land which are not currently available but 

remain potential for development should they become available in future, subject to planning 

consent.  The Neighbourhood Plan Group, considering the suitability of a range of different sites 

within the Parish, came to this conclusion. For each site the following information was collected and 

assessed:  

a.  A Site Allocation plan, identifying the overall extent of the land proposed for 

development.   

b.  An explanation of the ‘Key Considerations’ affecting the site. These typically include 

issues such as the landscape within the site, views to the site, and potential 

connections to the surrounding area and potential use (housing or employment).  

6.6. The consultation showed that the residents of Swynnerton Parish are positive about further 

housing development and accept that a supply of housing is needed to meet the needs of present and 

future generations.  However, 42.6% of respondents indicated a preference for sites of less than 100 

dwellings, which has informed the decision to include specific areas within the settlement boundary 

for smaller developments. The area covered by the KSV Settlement Boundary provides for land 

potentially available for development at – 

  1)    From A34 into Winghouse Lane on left-hand side after Cranwood Road, Tittensor 

  (marked on Map 2 as 3a.1). This is suitable for mixed housing with services available 

  adjacent to the site.  Access is possible off Winghouse Lane but possibly better off

  Copeland Avenue.  

2) Bassetts site in Tittensor (marked on Map 2 as 3a.2). This is a brownfield site suitable 

for mixed housing including affordable housing and light dustrial/technology park type  

development.  Established access via A34 to Stoke and Stafford and services are 

available on site. 

It is believed this gives a realistic amount of land for new housing development to meet adequately 

the demands for additional residential building in accordance with the Plan for Stafford Borough 

without any new potential developments overwhelming the existing villages.  

However, another small potential site has been identified.  This is unavailable at present  

 a) Land at the former site of Groundslow Hospital, off Winghouse Lane, Tittensor. 

  This is outside the KSV Settlement Boundary but as a brownfield site has potential

  for 6 bungalows. Services and access are already available. 

6.7. The number of new houses on the areas of land identified for building has been calculated at 50 in 

total based on 25 dwellings per hectare on those sites outside the original Residential Development 

Boundary.  Although the density is a lower figure than used by the Borough Council in preparing its 

Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment, it is believed to be more appropriate to the rural 

character of Swynnerton Parish. 

POLICY 1 – HOUSING DEVELOPMENT  

The Settlement Boundary of Tittensor has been defined and is indicated on Map 1.  Proposals for 

new housing development within the defined settlement boundaries will be supported. 
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6.8 The Plan for Stafford Borough requires residential developments to provide 40% affordable units 

on sites in Swynnerton Parish of 12 or more dwellings.  The report issued following the Housing Needs 

Survey of Swynnerton Parish undertaken in 2012 by Housing Plus, and Stafford and Rural Homes 

identified a need for new homes for local people. This was further emphasised by the consultation 

results, which showed a significant requirement for affordable homes in the Parish.  

6.9 The Census information 2011 and the Health and Wellbeing District Profile for Stafford Borough 

2014 indicate that the average age of residents in Swynnerton Parish is higher than in Stafford 

Borough and the wider area.  Therefore, there appears to be a requirement for smaller homes and 

bungalows to enable people to downsize and encourage young people and families to purchase homes 

in the Parish, thereby decreasing the average age of the residents within the Parish.   

  

6.10 The consultations undertaken for the Neighbourhood Plan identified strong support for the 

provision of 3 bedroom houses and 2 bedroom bungalows, with a preference for houses to be 

available on the open market.  42.6% of respondents indicated a preference for these sizes and types 

of dwelling. The Strategic Housing Market Assessment 2012 identified Swynnerton Parish as having a 

high percentage of Council Tax Band F properties in relation to other parishes in the Borough.   

Concern was also expressed through the consultation that there are not enough affordable homes for 

first time buyers, especially young people.   
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The questionnaire results show only 12.7% of respondents thought that employment opportunities in 

the parish were “good” or “excellent”.  In terms of whether there should be more job opportunities, 

52.5% were in favour with 47.5% against. However, when asked if more land should be made available 

for business development, 64.7% were against it. This contrasted with the response from the Business 

Survey where 75% said the Neighbourhood Plan should make more land available for employment 

use.  These Respondents felt that any additional employment sites must take into consideration 

infrastructure concerns and other transportation issues whereas the general questionnaire 

respondents were more concerned about the impact on the Green Belt and preferred the use of 

existing brownfield sites.  

                      

POLICY 2 – HOUSING TYPES  

To support the aspirations of the local Parish, new housing developments should seek to provide 

a mix of market and affordable houses.  Self-build housing will be supported. The provision of 3 

bedroom houses and 2 bedroom bungalows within housing developments will be supported.  

 

7.  BUSINESS AND EMPLOYMENT  
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8.1   Swynnerton is a rural parish with few major routes running through it but a considerable network 

of B-roads and minor lanes reflecting its ancient agricultural heritage.  Most of the major roads run 

north/south with minor roads forming the majority of routes on an east/west axis. 

The parish is bisected by the north/south route of the M6 between Stafford and Newcastle under 

Lyme with motorway junction 15 within the northern boundary of the parish.  The north/south route 

of the A34 between Stone and Newcastle forms a large part of the eastern boundary of the parish and 

passes through Tittensor village and the eastern part of Hanchurch and Trentham Ward. The only 

major A roads are the A51 which runs east/west to the north of Swynnerton village and the A519 

which runs north/south from Hanchurch village past Swynnerton towards Eccleshall.   Swynnerton is 

wholly served by minor roads and lanes. 

 

 

 

The frequent closures of the M6 in North Staffordshire for repair or accident clearance result in heavy 

use of the A34 and A519 as alternative routes. This puts considerable pressure on the minor roads 

POLICY 3 – GROWTH OF EMPLOYMENT AND BUSINESS 

Proposals involving sustainable growth and expansion of new and existing commercial 

enterprises using existing and new sites will be supported.  Development proposals that provide 

a range of sustainable economic activities within the rural Parish will be supported.  Home 

working and working from home are encouraged. 

 

8.  TRAFFIC AND PARKING 
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which link the villages to local facilities and places of work, leading to long queues and delays.  In 

addition, minor routes through all villages are used as ‘rat runs’ by many drivers on a daily basis in 

preference to the major routes which are very often difficult to cross.  

8.2   All three villages listed traffic as a major cause for concern in our initial questionnaire where 

some 67% of respondents travel to work by car (see Figure 17).  The majority of respondents also 

found that the principal roads throughout the Parish were not adequate to sustain development on a 

large scale without suitable improvement. 

8.3   Parking was not flagged up as a major problem in Hanchurch/Trentham, where the need for 

additional parking is met mostly by car parks at the churches and village halls.  The recent 

development of housing on the Winghouse pub site in Tittensor, has led to parking becoming an issue 

at the junction of Winghouse Lane and the A34.  ln Swynnerton neither churches have designated car 

parking areas and parking at the pub is very limited.  In both cases this results in on-street parking 

which is often dangerous or blocks access where the roads are particularly narrow.  This in turn makes 

it difficult for buses to get through on time.  

8.4   The only form of public transport available in Swynnerton Parish is a bus service. Tittensor is best 

covered by a regular link between Hanley and Stafford via the A34 but there is no bus service in 

Hanchurch and Trentham Ward.  The bus timetable for Swynnerton is somewhat erratic and not 

conducive for travel to and from work.  As this visits many of the hamlets in the parish, it takes an hour 

to travel the 8 miles to Stafford or Hanley. For example, the No. 13 Stone to Stafford bus is currently 

routed through Yarnfield, Swynnerton, Eccleshall, Norton Bridge, and Seighford.  At present this bus 

runs four times a day.  During school terms, dedicated coaches are used to convey schoolchildren to 

and from the local Middle and Secondary Schools. 

8.5   There are no designated cycle routes in the parish, and it is hard to see where any such routes 

could be safely installed when the majority of roads are too narrow and winding. 

 

 

9.1   The Parish consists mainly of agricultural land.  It also includes Sites of Biological Importance and 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest together with several Conservation areas. It is felt that these are 

adequately protected by the Plan for Stafford Borough, which will preclude development in these 

areas except in special circumstances.  Existing open spaces have been identified as:-  

A.  Tittensor - Green Drive Nature Reserve (adjacent to southern settlement boundary) and a       

small play area behind the village hall.  

 B.  Swynnerton – A cricket pitch and surrounding open space with a play area 

 C.  Trentham – Ferndown Nature Reserve also with a small play area attached 

 

POLICY 4– TRAFFIC AND PARKING  

 Major development proposals (as defined by the Town and Country Planning Act ) should:   

 a. Identify the realistic level of traffic they are likely to generate.  

 b.  They must assess the potential impact of this traffic on existing traffic, pedestrians, 

 cyclists, road safety, parking and congestion within the parish and include measures to 

 mitigate harm.  

 

9.   LOCAL GREEN SPACE  
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9.2   In terms of open space provision, 88.3% of respondents found this to be adequate, with the 

highest satisfaction in Swynnerton and the least in Tittensor.  (See Map 3). 

 

9.3   Likewise, 79.8% of respondents were of the view that there is an adequate provision of children’s 

play areas across the Plan area.  This reflects the installations of play equipment by Swynnerton Parish 

Council in Tittensor and Hanchurch/Trentham Wards.  However, the provision of sports facilities 

showed a different picture where the spatial division between the four villages is more marked with 

Tittensor respondents returning 54.1% as inadequate. 

9.4   There are numerous public footpaths throughout the Parish most of which are well used by the 

local population and other walkers from outside the area.  However, these are largely across the fields 

rather than roadside paths.  Questionnaire respondents flagged up the lack of footpaths between our 

villages and all other settlements such as Cold Meece, Yarnfield and Stone.  

 

 

 

10.1   The majority of housing within the Parish has been developed since the end of the 19th Century 

with housing estates in Swynnerton and Tittensor built during the 1960s, 1970s, 1990s and 2010s so 

the historic environment is largely formed by the two great estates of Trentham and Swynnerton - 

housing for their workers and service providers together with tenant farms.  There are Conservation 

Areas already designated covering Swynnerton Village, Trentham Gardens and Hanchurch Village, (See 

Maps 4a, 4b and 4c), where most buildings with Listed status are found.  Elsewhere there are two 

listed houses in Tittensor and two north of Hanchurch. There are also several barns, outbuildings and 

mediaeval hedgerows related to farms which are Grade II listed. 

 

10.2   In response to the Survey question ‘Are there any important buildings or facilities which you 

think should be considered for protection?’ the strongest responses were for the protection of 

churches, village halls and pubs followed by post offices and open spaces.  

10.3   During the consultation process, residents of the Parish expressed the opinion that future 

development should reflect the rural character of the parish, using traditional styles with sympathetic 

POLICY 5 – LOCAL GREEN SPACE  

1.  Four sites are identified on Map 3 as Local Green Space. No development will take place on 

these sites, other than in very special circumstances.  

2.  To maximise opportunities to walk and cycle within the Parish, the linking of new and existing 

pedestrian routes both to other villages and Green Spaces will be supported. 

 

POLICY 5 – HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT  

New development should be designed to respect the existing heritage of the Parish.  To maintain 

the area’s distinctive character and local architecture, applicants should demonstrate that they 

have considered Stafford Borough’s Supplementary Planning Guide to help inform the design 

process.   

 

10. HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT 
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building materials.  Signage, advertising and street furniture should be minimal and respect the locality 

using traditional materials and colours. 

 

Introduction  

11.1   In considering all the aspects of these policies, several matters were raised that have led to the 

preparation of a list of aspirations of the local community which although they are not planning 

policies, indicate things that would enhance and preserve the character of the Parish and add to the 

health and wellbeing of our residents. The issues below featured largely in the consultation responses 

as being important to the future success and prosperity of the Parish and are aspirations which the 

Parish Council would like to see delivered during the plan period.   

11.2   Road and traffic infrastructure – a common thread running through all of the villages is a strong 

request for speed reducing measures.  There are a number of “rat runs” and shortcuts that are used at 

excessive speeds through residential areas. Also problematical is the number of HGVs that use minor 

roads through all our villages.  We would therefore like to see: -  

a. Stricter monitoring of HGV traffic through all the villages. 

b. More traffic calming measures in all of the villages. 

11.3   Improvements to public transport – more frequent buses at times to suit users rather than bus 

companies’ scheduling, possibly by subsidies and/or sponsorship or development of Dial-a-ride 

schemes. 

11.4   Footpaths/pavements –  

a. Reinstatement of pavements that have been allowed to fall into disuse such as the 

Swynnerton to Cold Meece pavement enabling walkers to use the road route safely.  

b. Repairs to existing pavements, many of which are urgent. 

11.5   Preservation of the rural environment and village communities by not allowing village 

amenities to fail by:- 

a. resisting moves to sell off pubs and village halls for housing;  

b. resisting closure of Post Offices; 

c. preserving the peace of the environment by disallowing noisy or disruptive activities. 

11.6   Development of HS2  

Until we know the outcome of the current governmental Review of HS2, ongoing efforts will be 

maintained to minimise the impact of HS2 along its projected route across Swynnerton Parish during 

construction.  Further efforts will be made to maximise its potential benefits to the Parish as whole. 

 

12.1   It is envisaged that the achievement of the above aspirations will be supported through the 

Community Infrastructure Levy contributions.   

11.  ASPIRATIONS  

 

12. PLAN DELIVERY AND OTHER FACTORS  
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12.2   The Swynnerton Parish Neighbourhood Plan will be delivered until 2050 with different 

stakeholders and partners. In order to ensure the Neighbourhood Plan is flexible and responsive to 

socio-economic and environmental changes, the Parish Council accepts that a monitoring and review 

period will be required to assess the delivery of proposals and policies. There will be four strands of 

activity which will direct delivery and each is important to shaping Swynnerton Parish in the months 

and years ahead. These requirements comprise:-  

a. The Parish Council will liaise with Stafford Borough Council, Staffordshire County Council, 

adjacent Borough Wards and external agencies regarding the provision of schools, parking, 

open space and road infrastructure improvements.  

 

b. The Parish Council will seek to be involved with negotiations on planning applications within 

both the settlement boundary and the parish boundary. 

c.  The Parish Council would welcome joint discussions about developer contributions with 

Staffordshire County Council, Stafford Borough Council, and developers as a result of 

proposed developments at the earliest opportunity. 

 

d. The Parish Council will liaise with HS2, SBC, SCC, EA, Highways England, adjoining boroughs 

and other parties, to ensure that the disruption and inconvenience during the proposed 

construction of HS2 Phase 2A is kept to a minimum should the project go ahead as currently 

e. planned.   
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SWYNNERTON PARISH COUNCIL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN QUESTIONNAIRE 

Neighbourhood Plans provide a great opportunity for you to have more influence in how the place in 
which you live, work, learn and play will change over time.  Your local knowledge and your sense of 
what needs to be protected and what needs to change can really make a difference. 

A vitally important part of the Neighbourhood Planning process is local consultation, starting with this 

survey.  Once the survey results have been analysed, a draft Plan and policies will be written and 

published for your comment. The proposed Neighbourhood Plan will then be submitted to the Borough 

Council for independent examination.  This will be followed by a referendum which must achieve 

majority support before the Plan can be adopted.  

When adopted, our Neighbourhood Plan gains legal status and sits alongside the Borough Council’s 

Local Plan.  Our Neighbourhood Plan will then be taken into account when the Borough Council 

decides on Planning Applications in our area.  Of note, the successful completion and adoption of our 

Plan will allow some of the money received from future developers to be spent directly in our Parish.  

Please also note that funding for publications relating to the development of Neighbourhood Plans 

comes from Central Government not Swynnerton Parish Council precept or Stafford Borough Council. 

Please do take the time to complete and return this questionnaire – it will be YOUR Neighbourhood 

Plan. 

1.  In which village do you live or which is your closest village? 

   Swynnerton  (  )    Tittensor  (  )   Hanchurch/Trentham  (  ) 

2.   How do you rate the general quality of the environment in your village? 
 
  Excellent      Good     Average     Poor     Very Poor 
  
 If less than average, please tell us why.  

 
  
 
 
 
 
3. What is the best thing about where you live? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What is the worst thing about where you live? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
5.   If you could change one thing about your village, what would it be? 
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Buildings and Housing 
 
Government has recently introduced powers to provide protection to buildings or local facilities which 
can be identified as having ‘Community Value’.  This is intended to cover things which are not already 
protected by other laws such as Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas. 

 
6. Are there any important buildings or facilities in Swynnerton Parish which you think should be 
 considered for protection? 
 
 YES/NO 
 
 If so, please identify it/them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we mentioned before, one of the main features of our Neighbourhood Plan is to manage the housing 
developments within our area so we would like to ask you the following questions. 
 
7. Please tick which you think best describes the current provision of housing in Swynnerton 

Parish. 
  Excellent   (  )     Good   (  )     Average   (  )     Poor   (  )        Inadequate   (  ) 
 
8. If new homes are to be built, what type of houses should be given priority? 
 
  Housing Association to rent    (  )  To be sold on the open market      (  ) 
  Sheltered homes to buy or let     (  )  Homes with shared equity     (  ) 

 
9. The new Stafford Borough Council Local Plan indicates that Swynnerton Parish as a whole may 

have to take a share of new build housing in the next 17 years. If new homes are to be built, 
how many should  be permitted in our parish over this period? 

 
  No more than 100 (  )  No more than 200 (  ) 
  No more than 300 (  )  No more than 400 (  ) 
  Unlimited number (  )  None               (  ) 

 
10. In your view, what sizes and types of dwellings should the plan prioritise? 
 
  1 bedroom houses  (  )  2 bedroom houses  (  ) 
  3 bedroom houses  (  )  4 bedroom houses  (  ) 
  Larger houses   (  )  1 bedroom bungalows  (  ) 
  2 bedroom bungalows              (  )  3 bedroom bungalows  (  ) 
  Apartment blocks  (  )  Social housing for rent  (  ) 

 
11. Can you identify areas of land within or around your village where you consider a development 

of more than 10 houses would be acceptable?  If so, please provide sufficient information in the 
box below to  allow the area to be identified on a map.  

  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 If you wish to make any comments or other proposals for housing within Swynnerton Parish  
 Council area, please use the space below. 
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 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Employment  

12. What do you think of the job opportunities in your Parish area?   

  Excellent    Good        Average         Poor   Inadequate 

13. Would you like to see more local employment opportunities?        YES/NO 

14. If yes, do you think more land in the parish should be identified for business development? 

  YES/NO 

15. If you work, how far from home do you travel? 

  Up to 1mile  (  )   1-3 miles  (  )   3-7 miles  (  )   More than 7 miles  (  ) 

16. If you work, how do you travel to work?  (Please tick all that apply) 

  Car  (  )    Bus  (  )    On foot  (  )     Motorbike  (  )     Bicycle  (  ) Mobility scooter  (  ) 

  Other please specify  ……………………… 

Transport 

17. How do you rate the parking facilities in your village area? 

  Excellent Good       Average        Poor         Inadequate 

18. Do you think the principal roads throughout the parish area are 
 adequate to sustain future development without suitable improvement?         YES/NO 
 
19. Do you use public transport to get to shops/sports facilities, doctors etc.?  YES/NO 
 
20. If better public transport is needed, tell us how you think it should be improved.                              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Community Facilities and Recreation 
 
21. Which facilities in the parish area do you or your family use? 
 
  Post Office           (  )  Shops   (  )       
  Village Hall          (  )         Schools    (  ) 
  Pubs             (  )    Outdoor Sports   (  )        
  Health/Fitness Clubs    (  )        Playgrounds    (  )  
  Public Footpaths     (  )  Public open spaces        (  ) 
  Mobile Library     (  ) 
  
22. Do you think there is adequate public open space in your village?     

 YES/NO 

23. Do you think there is adequate provision of children’s play areas?     
 YES/NO 
 
24. Do you think the current sports facilities are adequate and within easy reach?    
 YES/NO 
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25.   If no, what additional facilities would you like to see provided and where? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
26. Do you think it is important to provide or maintain the following services in our villages? 
 
 Doctors’ outreach surgery   YES/NO 
 Shops      YES/NO 
 Post Offices     YES/NO 
 Library facilities     YES/NO 
 Regular police visits    YES/NO 
 

To demonstrate that this public consultation is representative of our community, would you please 
provide some information about yourself and where you live. 

a. Please give the postcode of your address   …………………………….. 

b. Are you?  male (  )    female  (  )   

c. How old are you? 14-18    (  )  19-25    (  ) 
    26-35    (  )  36-45    (  ) 
    46-55    (  )  56-65    (  ) 
    66-75    (  )  76+       (  ) 
 
d. Are you responding on behalf of yourself as an individual or as a family? 
 
    Myself   (  )  Family   (  ) 
 
e.   In order to make this Neighbourhood Plan happen we need involvement from local people and 
 organisations.  If you feel able and willing to become part of the team taking this forward, 
 please  provide your name and contact details below and we will contact you. 
 
 Name …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
  
 Address…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 Telephone No……………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 Email address…………………………………………………………………………………….   
 

Personal data contained within the questionnaire will not be shared with any third parties and will be 
 kept in a secure file by the Parish Clerk. 

When you have completed this questionnaire, please return it by …….. to: 

• By Post to the Parish Clerk: Mrs E. Harrington-Jones 
     6 The Crescent 
    Walton on the Hill 
    STAFFORD   
    Staffs  ST17 0JZ    or - 
 
 

• Email it to:  lizharringtonjones@hotmail.co.uk or kay.ong@btinternet.com 
 

• Drop it into the collection box in Swynnerton or Tittensor Post Offices, or at the reception desk 
at Trentham Gardens. 
 

mailto:lizharringtonjones@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:kay.ong@btinternet.com
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• Hand it to any Ward Councillor listed on the front cover of our Newsletter. 
 

• If you have a disability which prevents you from using the above services, please call the Parish 
Clerk on 01785 663198 to arrange collection. 
 
If you need more copies of this questionnaire, these can be obtained from the above Post 
Offices or from the Parish Clerk. 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO COMPLETE THIS QUESTIONNAIRE 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

 

The Neighbourhood Plan will probably be the single most important factor in determining how 

the Parish of Swynnerton develops over the next 15 years.  The Parish Council must establish 

what the concerns and priorities of the local residents are in order to formulate a plan that is 

acceptable to the majority of voters.  

 

The Neighbourhood Plan will be able to determine local planning policy for the area; if and 

where any new development takes place, the number of new houses that may be built, the 

character of new development, the need to improve the infrastructure, including traffic issues, 

jobs and employment policy, open space and environmental issues.  It is important that you 

put forward your views from your business’s point of view so that they can be taken into 

consideration in preparing the plan. 

 

The Planning Authority, Stafford Borough Council, will have a statutory obligation to consider 

the policies in the plan when determining planning applications, together with existing policies 

in the National Planning Policy Framework and the Stafford Borough Local Plan.  None of the 

policies in the Swynnerton Local Plan can conflict with the policies in the other two documents. 

 

The draft Stafford Borough Local Plan designates Tittensor as a Key Village capable of 

additional development though this does not preclude development in other parts of the 

Parish. 

 

The actual policies that are eventually formulated for the Neighbourhood Plan will be created 

by the results of consultation with the public and local businesses.   

 

An initial survey seeking resident’s views gave an indication of those issues which are of most 

concern to the residents of the Parish.  These are housing, jobs and employment, traffic and 

parking, open space and the environment. 

 

To expand on these issues, the Neighbourhood Plan Group has prepared a second 

questionnaire being circulated to local businesses which is attached.  

 

Please take the time to complete the survey.  Remember, it is important that a Neighbourhood 

Plan is established.  

 

SWYNNERTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN BUSINESS SURVEY 

  

The Swynnerton Neighbourhood Plan will help to determine the future of development in the 

Parish for the next 15 years.  The Planning Authority, Stafford Borough Council, will have a 

statutory obligation to consider the policies in the plan when determining planning 

applications, together with policies in the National Planning Policy Framework and the Stafford 

Borough Local Plan.  Please answer the questions by either ticking the relevant box or leaving 

the answer blank if you do not have an opinion. 

JOBS AND THE LOCAL ECONOMY 

A1 What types of employment should the plan encourage (tick first box) or discourage 

(second box)?   

 Tourism, leisure and craft (   ) (   ) Transport, storage & distribution (   ) (   ) 

 Community Services (Council services, medical services, sports facilities, etc.   (   ) (   ) 
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 Shops and offices                (   ) (   )      Light industrial and manufacturing       (   ) (   ) 

 Pubs, restaurants and cafes (   )(   )   Financial and professional services       (   )(   ) 

           Other.........................................................................................................(please specify) 

 

A2 Should the Neighbourhood Plan encourage more land for employment purposes? 

 Yes (   )   No (   )   Don’t know (   ) 

A3 Which types of land should be allocated for employment purposes? (Tick any) 

 Existing Buildings  (   ) Brownfield land (previously developed)         (   ) 

 Redundant farm buildings (   ) Green field land (undeveloped)  (   ) 

 Other(pleasegive details)………………………………………………………………………… 

A4 Should existing employment sites be protected from change of use? 

 Yes (   )   No (   )   Don’t know (   ) 

A5 What would encourage new businesses to locate to Swynnerton parish? 

 More purpose-built premises (   )  Faster broadband   (  ) 

 Better principal roads  (   ) 

 Other(pleasespecify)……………………………………..................................................... 

B4 Do you have any comments on jobs and the local economy? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

TRAFFIC AND PARKING 

B1 Do you think the principal roads throughout the parish are adequate to sustain 

future development without suitable improvement?    Yes No 

 

B2 If No, what solution would you prefer to this consideration? 

 

 Location …………………………………………………………………….. 

Bypass road   (   )  Restriction of development  (   ) 

Parking restrictions             (   )            Other(Please say)………………………… 

B3  Do you think the present on street parking is:- 

Adequate (   ) Too little (   ) Too much (   )  

B4 If vehicle parking facilities need improving, tell us how and where you think this could 

best be achieved. 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

B5 If you think better public transport is needed, tell us how you think it should be 

improved 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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YOUR BUSINESS 

C1 What would help your business to develop and thrive during the next 15 years of the 

plan period? 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

D2 Are there any planning constraints or barriers that will or may prevent your business 

from developing during the next 15 years?  

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

D3 Is your business likely to require additional space over the next 15 years? 

    Up to 50 sq.m.       51 to 100 sq.m 101 to 200 sq.m  201 

or more 

 Industrial/workshop  (   )  (   )  (   )   (   ) 

 Office    (   )  (   )  (   )   (   ) 

Retail    (   )  (   )  (   )   (   ) 

Storage covered  (   )  (   )  (   )   (   ) 

 Storage open   (   )  (   )  (   )   (   ) 

 Other (please state) 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

FINALLY 

In order to demonstrate that public consultation is representative of our community, 

would you please tick the boxes that best describe the nature of your business 

 Agriculture, forestry and fishing (   ) Wholesale and retail trade  (   ) 

 Energy and water   (   ) Repair of vehicles   (   ) 

 Manufacturing    (   ) Transport and storage  (   ) 

 Construction    (   ) Finance and insurance  (   ) 

Public house, hotels and restaurants (   ) Real estate activities   (   ) 

Public services, education and health (   ) Administration and support services (   ) 

Professional, scientific and technical (   ) Arts, entertainment and recreation (   ) 

 

Other (please specify) 

……………………………………………………………………………………................... 

 

E1 Please give the postcode of your business’s address  

 

 ………………………………………………………….. 

 

E4 Please use the space below to add any further comments you may have that have not 

been covered in the survey. 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………............................................................................................................... 

Please hand your completed questionnaire to any Parish Councillor or post to 

Swynnerton Parish Council Clerk, 6 The Crescent, Walton-on-the-Hill, Stafford ST17 0JZ 

Thank you for your help 
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